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| A Gift of ‘Prosperity’. Bringél
i Woes to U.S. Government;
l  Probing 2 Pachyderm’s Past i

By PETER R. KAXNN
Stast Deporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
PHENOM PENH — Cambodia suffered twin
¢rises this past week—both of them massive.
One involved Communist forces threatening
ize capital. The otier involved an elephant
narmed Chamroeum (Prosperity).
Chamroeun, 2 gift from Cambodian Prime
Minister Lon Nol to American Adm. John S,
MecCain Jr., spent the week contentedly munch-
‘ing grass while Cambodia suficred ihrough
what may well have been itz worst week since
being enguifed in the Indoechina war 18 months
ago. The Americans, meanwhile, were irying

o

They finally succecded at the latter.

On the military front, the week saw &
20,000-man Cambodiun military column kogged
down along Route 6, north of Phnom Penh,
\while North Vieinamese trcops shredded three
|Cambodian battalions, - The Communists cut
turactically all voad links with the capital and
then began rocketing its airport. Heavy fight-
ing was going on less than 20 miles from
Pnnom Penh, and more enemy forces were re-
ported moving toward the city.

Six fxperts & an Llephant

On the elephant front, a six-man feam of
american elephant experts arrived here to ar-
range for Chamroeum’s depariure. The logis-
tics of this would have proved difficult in nop
mzl circumstances, but the Conmimunist ofien-
sive made the problems positively elephantine.
Laravoeunt was tinelly flown

By the tme
cut of Phnom Penh on Tuescay, many obscrve
ers had come to see irony in America’s ability
to mount a major logistical cperation for an el-
! ephant while being politically constrained from
providing greater support (if only air evacua-
tion for wounded soldiers) for the beleaguered
{ Cambodian army.

! Other observers simpiy saw the Cham-
roeumn affair as a welcome bit of diversion
from too much Indochina tragedy.

But, comedy or black comedy, the Cham-
‘roeum affair was vecelving the aitention of
;prime ministers, ambassadors, generals and
;admira]s and was very rmuch a part of the
:week that was.

The lead in this drama is seven fcet wall by |

i

lscven feet long, weighs 2,000 pouncs, is 20
years oid and is still growing. He was pres-

{ented to Adm. McCain, comnmander in chief of

{

|

American forces in the Pucilic, on the admi-
¢ in Sentember.
§

ral’s most recent visit hew

to extricate the Cambodiang from a military
mess and Chamroeum from Phnon Peini, |

‘Cumbo(iiﬂxl dlephants appear to lave ali-pur-
pose symbolic significance, and so Chamroeum !
was given to the admiral in tlie name of friend- |

| ship, prosperity, victory over communism, |

‘long life and peace. The admiral, who wasn’t’

" anticipating a gift of such symbolic or physical
nroportions, is said to have locoked surprised.

SN IE ST

shomiretum ficially said to have heen
.aptured from a Vietcong unit operating near
Shnom Penh in the early days of the Cambo-
dian- fighiing. Diplomatic sources rint that
Chamroeum actually was with a Saacr Flouge
{Cambedian Communist} unit, but the po:itical
semantics of this war preclude nublicizing the
existence of ethnic Cambodian Communist
forces (whose presence would indicale that the
war has elements of civil coxniiict), and so
Chamroeum is officially an ex-Vietcong cle-
phant.

Enlisting the Elephanis

Because of the geography of this war, which .
fhas the Communists controlling :most of Cam-‘g
I bodia’s jungle and mountain regions the ma&-|
jority of the country’s elephant po ulation—
both wild and work-harnessed—appeurs to Be i
with the enemy. The Communists recruit €le-
phants like Chamrosum as supply porters. the !
Cambodians, like other Asian armies 8550~
ciated with America, prefer to move supplies’
by planes and trucks.

In any case, because Adm. MecCain's oift,!
measured by ton or tusk, is wourth more ithan!
| 850, it became U.S. government property, and
/it thus became incumbent on it sovernment
“to claim it. Adm. McCain, from his headguar-
ters in Honolulu, took personal command of the
_operation and arranged for Chamroeum to be
_sent to the Los Angeles Zoo. {Phuom Penh
: once had a small zoo of its own, consisting of
two tizers and an elephant, but they were sold
to an itinerant Sovist circus that vassed
: through here in 1956. There was 2lso & nice Ht-
‘tle zoo at Xarapong Thom, about 100 miles
north of Phnom Penh, hut during last year's
‘siege of that town vrost of the auimails, said to:
linclude a lion but not an elephant, were eaten
| by the Cambodian garrison.)

‘i After some weeks of planning by {he Pacific
|command, the six-man elephant feam arvived
!
|

in Phnom Penh. It consisted oI the director of
the Los Angeles Zoo, his depuly, a military vet-
ierinarian, a logistics colonel, his sergeant and
i _of course—a public-relations ofiicer. The:
# American military-assistance prograimn to Cam-:
| bodiz is handled by a group called tie Military |
| Bquipment Delivery Team (MEDT), and s0 |
Jthe elephant group was prompiiy, though unof- |
iificially, called Aiclain’s Elenhant Delivery!
i?Team (MEDT). 2007 inspected Cimmroe11n1§
Yerom all ungles and nronounced him handsome, |
‘healthy and, most Laportant, unustiiy gcntie.i
MEDT then hired oo local coalrucior, Ly:
Chhay, to construct an elephant crate of steel|

s t 1 ... v m it A




Continted From Pcjye One
itary containers and plywood. Mr. Chhay
ially was delighted at his $450 contract, hut
s delight progressively wancd.
Hez was asked o prepaic the crate iIn 21
and at iic end of this pariod hie was
igarct while his 1%

il day, all n
s hurry nurry. Very
How con?” said Mr, Chhay.
Teriy-eight fours into the crate ccnstruce
_air. Chihay, dari circles ben ath his eyes,
wed a cigaret and said: sTwo days, two
no siecp. Very, very bad, Very tired.
a? Oh, very bad.” But by the 72-hour
. Chtay, coughing and aear collapse,
pleted the job.
vhile, out at Cambodian military
ters, Chamroeunm was placidly chew-
ana leaf in the shade of & defunct So-
aircraic gua. Nearby, four Cambodian
jers were strugeling to push a quintessen-
‘ndochinese truck, lacking self-prepulsion.
ey eyed the proximaie elephan{-power with
si-concealed envy and pushed on.
Opamroeuin’s  handler, Private Sccond
= Droum Hun, 20, was standing by wondei-
. would accompany his eiephant to L.A.
Hun nad never had a pioto taken and
»d that one needed a photo to enter

a Vietoong Backpromnd? :

o Fun generally agreed with the
consensus on the gentleness .of
C sewm but added that Chamroeum turned
on anproached by someone smelling of

er days with the puritanical Vielcong.
Chamroeunys first inkling that something
vras up probably came when MEDT tried to

£t o {ranguilizer on him py stuffing a handful
pills into & loat of French bread. Cham-
m tasteé the loaf, removed it {from his
. with his trunk, shook it about until the
s @ropped out and then swallowed it.

One of ihe Cambodion soldicrs standing
around Chamroeum happened to mention ihat
“Nixon, Wwas given an elephant, too.”

A

e

chol—a residual attitude, perhaps, frorn hig |
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«“The lttle fat clephunt?”’ another soldier
asked. )
“Yeah., Why don't the Amecricans pick up
Nixon's elephant?’” the first soldier said.
“It's a funny clephant,” the second said.
i The official American community here ap-
peared unawarc thal its President was also an
clephant owner. A visit to the brigade head- |
quarters where “Nixon’s elephant” is quar-|
fered leaves the issue somewhatl muddled. In-i
decd, theve is a small, chubby elephant stand- |
1
i
:

ing under a tree munching palm leaves. Iis
name ig IKhaat, which means Little Frog.
I:fiaat seems to be the property of a colonel;
waraed Oum Savuil, who attained a degree of 5
fame some vears back by ordering one of his!
soldiers to shoot a can of ¢ ndensed mille off |

his head at 50 paces. The colonel is partially |
paralyzed as a result, This day he is off on!
operations.
i Iiis troops say the colemel wrote President’
i Nixon a letter four monfhs ago offering him the
clephant, but they say no reply was received.
And they wonder why an admiral’s elephant
should have higher priority than a President’s.
Mrs. Savuth, the colonel’s wife, says she is
pleased the Ppregident didn't respond to her
hushand's letter. “Giving away an elephant is
bad luck,” shc explains.

A Good-Luck Elephant

But, then, isn't it pad luck for Prime Minis-
ter Lon Nol to give Adm. McCain an elephant?
“That was a capiured elephant, and giving
away captured elephants brings good luck,”
she replies after some deliberation.

Phnom Penh’s resident elephant expert s
Gat Chheang, keeper of the ex-royal elephants
at the ex-royal palace. (Camhodiz became the
Khmer Republic afier the ouster ‘of Prince Si-
hanouk in March 15870.) Mr. Chheang, & partic-
{ularly phlegmatic Khmer, grants an interview
i as he reclines on his cot beside the stail

i of
Sotun, a 7O-year-old ex-royal clephant of enor-
mous dimensions. Three years ago Sotun es-
caped from his stall, and the Cambodian army
spent two days chasing him through the streets
'of Phnoem Penh. Bver since, there has been a
]sign in French by Sotun’s stall. It reads: “At-
i tention elephani mechant’—or “Watch out for
shant.”

1

'ltne naughty eley

So the rec

oper of the ex-royal ele-
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¢ wheiher e has heard abott the
send Adri. McCain’s  elephant. to

What then does he think about it?
““Nothing much.”

Dees he consider it safe to
1 an airplane?

: “I do not know aiout airpianes, oniy akhout
| clepharts,””

: Then what does jic think ¢f Chamrocum?

| ‘“‘Sort of small.”’
i

send an elephant

What type of elephant is Chamroeurn?

*“The small type.”

Are there other tyves of Cambodian ele-
! phants?

Ces”

What type are they?

“The big type.
the conciusion interview Mr.
hants should no
longer be called roya! clephams but rather “re.

Sh elephonte or  governmental ele.

The day Mr. Gt ¢ Imparied his knowl-
edze was a Sunday, the same day that Chester
Hogan, ihe Los Angeles Zoc director, Mad an
audience with Lon Nol and conferred upon the
. prime minister an honorary life membershiy in
ihe Los Angeles Zco Society, It was also the
same day the Comumunists began rocketing

i Phnom Penh airport, csusing cancellation of

all sut tactical military flights.

The elephant flizht, however, was sull
scheduled for M ondav *norm
nounced that an American Al Force (141 jet
Starlifter would be arrivinz 10 move Cham-
roeum ‘“‘through no::
nels on a space-zvailable Zasis.”

On Monday morning MEDT was volsed for
action. At m}h*ar v headgquo:: : Chamroeum
grazed heside the comnleted erate while veteri-
narians, crane operators, truck drivers and
various other logisticiang sat wailing to swing
into gear. Private Hun, suitcases packed and
: passport photo in order, was about as tense as
Cambodlans can seem to get. He had ex
changed his rumple¢ military fatigues for a
bell-bottom suit and had out his showlder- lengt
I hair to “American” creweut style.
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'grass,” said one of the long-faced soldicrs

‘Chamrocum down fthe M

Jin-flight snacks. At 10:45
" off toward Los Angcles (wh

al mititary airlif: chun-

Etoo polite to sigh loudly).

| The Elephant Thut Went

“Chamroeum is eating his last Carnbodi

stle;ndir,g around,

“Chamrceunr has been weeping,” another
soldier added. “We told him to write us a letter
when he gets to America. We were just joking.
but he became very sad.”

“Then we told him America is very beauti-
ful, and the food will be better there,’”” a third

i soldler said. “But siill he shed tears and cried
1and then he knelt dewn and prayed. Cham-

reoeum is sad to ieave Cambodia.”
+ But, with all the logistics in order and all
the teariul good-byes said, Chomroeum didn't
depart. The Vietecong shelled the airport sev-
eral more times on Monda:
celed and elephants were stranded along with
people.

MEDT went into conference with embassy
and military officicl : 3 contingency
plans  wer con uiuad, i

trucking him to Thailand over iasceurs roads
er slinging him under a gia welicoptor and
whisking him to Saigon. But in the end MEDT
deeided to sit tight.

On Tuesday morning, des: n,.: 3 predawn
rovket attack, the Air Itorce cr, with 2
little red elephant painted on i .;idc landed ir
Phnom Penh.

Chamrocum, mildly seduted
was crated, hoisted, truck
with a supply of sugar caiw

,,/

5y injection,
L loaded—a
;;l ananas fo
sunny  day.,
Hun soared
the elephant ar
trucked to the

Chamrocum, MEDT and :

rived in good shape and
Z00).

The Amecrican cmbdissy in Phrnomn
Penh breathed a loud ef, and &0
probably did the Camnlio 1 they are
emained of

1o

are

‘the Chamvrocum crisis was o ana pee

‘the Pochentong runway




